Stop U.S. Military Aid to Colombia

To Minnesota Senators Norm Coleman and Mark Dayton: We, the undersigned, urge you to vote against all proposals that provide economic, material, or human resource aid to the military, police, or paramilitaries of Colombia. Colombia has the worst human rights record in Latin America - 4000 civilians were killed last year, most of them by paramilitary groups, backed by the military. Since the US began sending aircraft and training to Colombia in 2000, politically motivated killings have risen from 14 to 20 per day, and the number of kidnappings and disappearances has doubled. Colombia is the most-dangerous country for trade unionists, with over 100 union leaders killed every year. These crimes are well-documented by international human rights organizations, and the U.S. State Department, but they go unpunished. Increasing U.S. military aid since 1999 has deepened Colombia's humanitarian crisis, as U.S. weapons are turned against Colombian civilians. We ask you to help stop the terror in Colombia.
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